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Giving to charity 
is more than just 
dollars and cents 
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Pacer 

Booze drowns 
out the good 

One reader says 
UTM has much 
more to offer than 
just alcohol. 
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‘You ain’t from 
around here, 
are ya?’ 

Vanguard brings 
production of The 
Foreigner to UTM. 
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Hawks fry 
Golden Eagles 

Men top OVC- 
leading Tennessee 
Tech, notch second 
conference win. 



Gray to headline fifth annual Civil Rights Conference 
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Schedule 



Monday, Feb. 21 

• 7 p.m. - “Brown vs. Board” mock trial 

Tuesday, Feb. 22 

• 1 p.m. - Welcome by Tommy Wildcat, a member of the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma 

• 1-9 p.m. - Native American Exhibit, Watkins Auditorium 
lobby, Boling University Center 

• 1 p.m. - Class presentation by Marilou Awiakta, author 
of “Selu: Seeking the Corn Mother’s Wisdom” and 
“Abiding Appalachia” 

• 2:25 p.m. - Speaker J.J. Kent, a member of the Sioux 
tribe, Oglala Lakota, from Pine Ridge, music and lecture 
titled, “Board Schools and Religious Freedom” 

• 3:35 p.m. - Book signing by Marilou Awiakta, CD signing 
by Tommy Wildcat and J.J. Kent 

• 6:30 p.m. - The Choctaw Drum Group - Evening 
dedicated to Van Lynch, member of the Tennessee 
Commission of Indian Affairs and native of the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma 

• 7 p.m. - “Psyching the System - Diversity and Survival,” 
by Marilou Awiakta 

• 7:30 p.m. - Musical performance by Tommy Wildcat on 
a traditional Native American flute 

Wednesday, Feb. 23 

• 4:30 p.m. - African-American Heritage Day and Dinner 
in the cafeteria sponsored by Sodexho Dining Services, 
BSA, Delta Sigma Theta and UT Martin NAACP chapter 

• 7 p.m. - Collegiate Choir Concert 

Thursday, Feb. 24 

• 9:30 a.m. - Welcome and introductions by Dr. Nick 
Dunagan, UT Martin chancellor 

• 10 a.m. - “School Desegregation in West Tennessee” by 
Preston Hardy, UT Martin instructor of history 

• 10:45 a.m. - Speaker Daphene McFerren, attorney 
in Washington, D.C., area and chair of the board of the 
Fayette County Civil Rights Museum, introduced by Dr. 
Frank Black, UT Martin professor of education 

• 11:30 a.m. -Awards Luncheon, Room 206, Boling 
University Center. The program includes recognition 
of outstanding African-Americans. Minnie Bommer, 
the first African American to be elected to Covington’s 
board of mayor and aldermen, will present the awards. 

• 1 p.m. - The Beginnings of School Desegregation 
from 1955-1975 with Dr. Cynthia Fleming, associate 
professor of history at UT Knoxville, as moderator. 

• 2:30 p.m. - The Legacy of School Desegregation 
from 1975-present by Dr. Cynthia Fleming, 
moderator. 

• 3:45 p.m. - Book Signing by speaker Fred Gray, 
author of “Bus Ride to Justice” and “The Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study,” and Dr. Cynthia Fleming, author of 
“In The Shadow of Selma” 

• 7 p.m. - McCabe Church Choir performance 

• 7:15 p.m. - Speaker Fred Gray introduced by 
U.S. District Judge Bernice Donald. Sponsored 
by the Office of Multicultural Affairs and the 
Department of History and Philosophy 
Friday, February 25 

• 7 p.m. - Movie, “The Intolerable Burden,” introduced 
by Angie Widener, instructor of English, Ruth Underwood 
and David Stokes, both UT Martin students. Sponsored 
by the Department of History and Philosophy and the 
Department of English at UT Martin 
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University Relations 

Fred Gray, civil rights attorney, 
who represented both Rosa Parks 
and Martin Luther King Jr., and won 
hundreds of school desegregation 
cases in Alabama, will headline the 
fifth annual Civil Rights Conference 
at the UTM. "Then and Now: The 
Road to School Desegregation in West 
Tennessee," is the theme for the con- 
ference, set for Feb. 21-26. 

"The purpose of the week's events 
is to tell the story of school segre- 
gation from the perspective of the 
Native Americans and the African 
Americans who experienced segre- 
gated schools and desegregation 
in West Tennessee. The conference 



Academics 



brings together a group of scholars, 
professionals and individuals who 
witnessed desegregation firsthand," 
said Dr. Alice-Catherine Carls, chair 
of the UTM Civil Rights planning 
committee. 

The event will kick off, Feb. 21, with 
a mock trial of "Brown vs. Board," 
sponsored by the Student Government 
Association (SGA), the Black Student 
Association (BSA) and the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs at UTM. Poet 
and writer, Marilou Awiakta, author 
of "Selu: Seeking the Corn Mother's 
Wisdom," musicians. Tommy Wildcat, 
member of the Cherokee nation of 
Oklahoma, and J.J. Kent, member 




Gray 



of the Sioux tribe, 

Oglala Lakota, from 
Pine Ridge, will be 
available for auto- 
graphs, Feb. 22. A 
Native American 
exhibit also will 
be ongoing outside 
Watkins Auditorium 
in Boling University 
Center. 

Gray is scheduled to speak at 7:15 
p.m., Feb. 24, in Watkins Auditorium 
in Boling University Center. Among 
several others, he has won cases 
including, "Browder vs. Gayle," which 
integrated buses in Montgomery, Ala.; 
"Gomillion vs. Lightfoot," which 
opened the door for redistricting and 




reapportioning the various legislative 
bodies across the nation and laid the 
foundation for the concept of "one 
man one vote;" and "NAACP vs. State 
of Alabama," a case that first out- 
lawed the NAACP from conducting 
business in Alabama and, after being 
taken to the Supreme Court three 
times, eventually granted the NAACP 
the right to resume business. 

Gray also won a case reinstating 
students who were unconstitutionally 
expelled from Alabama State College, 
a class action suit, which led to the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, and filed 
suits that integrated all state institu- 
tions of higher learning in Alabama. 



Campus Crime 



Student taken 
to hospital 
after frat party 

Kevin Teets 

Senior Reporter 

Underage drinking led to the hospitalization of a 
UTM student early Saturday. 

According to a Martin Police Department report, 
the student who was hospitalized is Natalie L. 
Riggins, 18, of Edwardsville, 111. Riggins was treat- 
ed overnight at Volunteer Community Hospital in 
Martin and released the next morning. She was 
issued a citation by Martin Police for violation of 
the drinking age law. 

A 911 call was made at 1:47 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
12, to request an ambulance. The call came from 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house and was 
made by Patrick Ford, risk manager for SAE. 

After the 911 call was made, emergency personnel 
responded and Riggins was transported to the hos- 
pital. Specific information about Riggins' condition 
could not be released because it is protected by the 
Health Insurance Privacy and Portability Act. 

"We found her on the edge of our property," 
said SAE President Adam Hooper, adding that 
when Riggins was found, she was at the corner of 
the property line between the SAE house and the 
Kappa Alpha Order house. 

Hooper said that Riggins was holding a bottle of 
vodka and was cold and unresponsive when she 
was found. He said that Riggins was taken inside 
the SAE house and then the 911 call was made. 
Riggins is part of the "little sister" program of SAE, 
known as the "Ladies of Minerva," he said. 

Hooper also said that his fraternity did not have a 
party that night. "She was at a fraternity party, but 
it was not ours," he said. 

Hooper told The Pacer that Riggins had come from 
the KA party next door. However, KA President 
Erick Callis said their records show Riggins did not 
attend their party. "Due to KA's risk management 
policy, all guests are to sign in at the front table," 
Callis said. "According to our party list, Riggins 
was not present." 

MPD Capt. Scott Robbins told The Pacer that 
police had been called to the KA house that morn- 
ing in reference to noise complaints called in at 
12:20 a.m. and 1 a.m. Robbins said the KA party 
was shut down at 1:20 a.m. 

The 911 call was made nearly 30 minutes after 
the KA party was shut down. The Pacer has been 
unable to confirm where Riggins went or how long 
she lay in the SAE yard before being found. 

— See 'Party’ on Page 4 
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Will York 

Assistant News Editor 

A man claiming to be an agent 
specializing in vehicle repossession 
is wanted for questioning by UTM 
Public Safety after a student com- 
plained that the supposed reposses- 
sion agent was attempting to enter 
his car. 

Senior Will Hammond, 28, of Martin, 
saw the suspicious man at about 2 
p.m. last Monday as Hammond was 
walking to his vehicle parked in the 
library lot. The suspicious man was 
trying to enter Hammond's car using 
a key on a yellow ring. Hammond 
approached the man and asked what 
he was doing, and the man replied that 
he was going to repossess the vehicle 



for unpaid debt. Hammond then told 
the man that he must be mistaken or 
is at the wrong vehicle. The wanted 
individual then told Hammond that 
he was a police officer. 

The man then proceeded to flash a 
badge that Hammond claims resem- 
bled that of a sheriff's officer. The man 
then pulled back his coat to reveal a 
holstered black gun that Hammond 
said resembled a .45-caliber hand- 
gun. 

The wanted man then got into a 
green Chevy Blazer with dark tinted 
windows and drove south on Mt. 
Pelia Rd. Hammond then followed 
the vehicle into Lot 8 by Ellington 
Hall. The man rolled down his win- 
dow and asked Hammond if he had 
a problem and told Hammond that 



the vehicle he was attempting to 
repossess belongs to a female who 
works at Barnes and Noble Bookstore. 
Hammond then drove away and said 
that he does not know anyone who 
works at the bookstore. 

Hammond also said a female got 
into the Blazer while he was confront- 
ing the suspect. He said the female 
ran out from the lobby of McCord 
Hall. 

Accepted practice is that reposses- 
sion agents typically inform Public 
Safety and have appropriate docu- 
mentation when coming on campus, 
but this individual did not file any 
paperwork with Public Safety. 

Officers were unable to locate the 
man, but Public Safety says they have 
sent out information to other local law 



enforcement agencies hoping to find 
the man. 

"We have a few leads, but we don't 
really have anything solid yet," said 
Richard Hatler, Public Safety director. 
Hatler said he does not yet know if 
charges will be filed, citing incom- 
plete information, which he hopes 
to ascertain from interviewing the 
suspect. 

Hammond said, "If cops at UTM 
want to pursue (charges), they can." 

Hammond described the suspicious 
individual as an African-American 
male between 5 feet 5 inches and 5 
feet 7 inches tall. Hammond said the 
suspect appeared to weigh between 
185 and 200 pounds. 
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